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Families celebrate the season

Reflections on how adoption has changed Christmas for children

For most in America,
this classic Christmas scene
plays out perfectly every
year. Some details might
vary, but one element re-
mains the same: family.

Yet, for 523,000 U.S.
foster children and millions
of orphans worldwide, such
memories might never come
alive.

So as the Christmas
season approaches, Loving
Shepherd looks at how adop-
tion has affected the lives of
three children and their fami-
lies.

Who We Are

sents during Christmas 2003.

Chip and Angie Topp,
who are using Loving Shep-
herd for their second adop-
tion, adopted their child,
Marianna, in 2002.

Because of Marianna’s
cleft feet, the Topps spent
two Christmas seasons trav-
eling to hospitals.

Last year, they finally
spent their first “normal”
Christmas as a family.

Top: Chip and Angie Topp, with their biological daughter Alivia
and adopted daughter Marianna, pose for their family Christmas
picturd in 2004. Right: Marianna discovers the delights of pre-

Loving Shepherd Ministries is a Christian, not-for-profit organization
providing objective, no-cost advocacy, resources and direction to the
faith community for the direct benefit of children and families who
find themselves at risk or in need.

“It was a blessing,”
Angie said. “The third year
was so much more laid
back and relaxed. We were
in a family routine, and it
was nice, and Mari was
old enough to be ex- /[
cited about Christmas.” -

Had Marianna stayed in
Ukraine, she not only would :
have missed that “normal” -

See “Families” on pg. 2
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LSM promotes new program in Washington

Loving Shepherd Presi-
dent Ed Schwartz visited
Washington, D.C. in Novem-
ber to promote Loving Shep-
herd’s newest program,
“Finding Their Voice.”

“Finding Their Voice”
encourages Christian
churches nationwide to help
children suffering from
abuse and neglect as well as
work with troubled families.

Through a series of
meetings, Schwartz has in-

troduced the new program to
those who can assist its
growth.

Schwartz visited with
staff members of representa-
tives Mike Pence and Mark
Souder and senators Evan
Bayh, Mary Landrieu and
Larry Craig.

Pence, Souder and
Bayh represent Indiana, and
all have ties to organizations
that can help promote
“Finding Their Voice” fur-

ther.

Landrieu, an adoptive
mother, has initiated legisla-
tion in the Senate that would
change the way foster care is
financed and provide more
mentoring opportunities for
foster children.

Craig, an adoptive
father, also pushes for pro-
adoption issues in the Sen-
ate.

Along with the repre-
sentatives and senators,

Schwartz met with the Con-
gressional Coalition on
Adoption, the Family Re-
search Council and the De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services.

The organizations can
contact their partners to
help tout “Finding Their
Voice.”

These national officials
are also seeking ways to pro-
mote the program to others
in the faith community.

Families: Orphans with medical conditions seldom get needed treatment in countries of birth

»

Marianna would have spent her first three Christmas seasons here: baby house number 3 in Ukraine.
After that, the state would have sent her to an institution because of her cleft feet, which is treatable

with surgery.

Christmas, but she also never
would have received the
needed medical procedures.

Without this intervention,
Marianna would now live in an
institution — condemned to
receive no formal education
and, most likely, no spiritual
education, Angie said.

But now, the family
takes her to the nativity
scene on the courthouse
square every Christmas —
and church every Sunday.

Eight-year-old Katrina
Grace and six-year-old

Ayanna Faith knew what a
Christmas tree was — but
that was all they knew about
Christmas.

Before Don and Suzie
Fiechter adopted them, the
girls spent their Decembers
in an orphanage in Ukraine.
About 60 children lived
there. Each child shared a
room with about nine others.

Orphanage workers,
though loving, didn’t have
time to celebrate Christmas,
nor did they teach Katrina
and Ayanna about the birth
of Jesus.

While still in Ukraine
Don, Suzie, Katrina, Ayanna
and a missionary were eating
when the missionary asked
the girls where the food
came from.

As Suzie recalls, the
missionary said, “God gives
us our food,” and the girls
replied, “What’s God?”

Now the girls can an-
swer that question, and
soon they’ll learn the true
meaning of Christmas as
well.

Children in foster care

might live with a family, but
many don’t spend enough
time with them to forge
Christmas traditions.

For instance, in Indi-
ana, of those children who
are in foster care for at least
two years, more than half of
them will spend their Christ-
mases in a different home.

For these children, and
the millions in orphanages
worldwide, families provide
the best hope for a future.

Even those who can’t
adopt can lend financial sup-
port, emotional support or
just a friendly smile to adop-
tive families and children.
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Benefit Auction

Loving Shepherd’s 2006 benefit auction is coming up on Satur-
day, March 18. All proceeds will go to Loving Shepherd’s efforts to
provide no-cost assistance to families looking to adopt and faith
communities working with at-risk families. Anyone interested in
donating items for the auction can contact Jill Fiechter at (260)
565-3854 or Marcia Steffen at (260) 565-3466. Donations to the
auction may be tax deductible. Check with your tax advisor.

Web site redesign
helps more families

Loving Shepherd re-
cently redesigned its Web site
to improve the efficiency of its
services.

With the site’s new
features, Loving Shepherd
will save about a thousand
dollars a year just in the cost
of stamps.

Since these changes,
LSM has seen a 235% in-
crease in the number of fami-
lies who have completed the
LSM family assessment
form. This allows Loving
Shepherd to provide the in-
formation these families
need to successfully com-
plete their adoption journeys.

LSM staff featured
on PBS adoption

Because November was
National Adoption Month,
PBS dedicated part of its
Sunday, Nov. 13th, evening
broadcast to adoption in
Northeast Indiana. The sta-
tion featured three members
of Loving Shepherd’s staff.

Benefit CD “Picture
of Love” available

Loving Shepherd has
copies of “The Picture of
Love Vol. 17 CD available.
Call (260) 824-9000 to see
where you can pick up your
copy. All proceeds go to
Loving Shepherd’s mission.

The Loving Shepherd

Families thank LSM
for adoption direction

Georgia — Thank you
so much for your time and
for the wonderful service
your organization pro-
vides. There is so much in-
formation out there. It really
is overwhelming. Thanks for
helping us sort through it!

California — I am so
blessed and excited to have
found your Web site! Thank
you so much for the helpful
information on adoption!

Maryland — We are
blessed with so much, and
we love children. We would
love to be parents ... to chil-
dren without a home.

Arkansas — We want
children very badly. There
are many children out there
needing good parents, and
we would love to give them
the chance at having a fam-

ily.

“I am so blessed
and excited to
have found your
Web site!”

Vermont — Adoption
has burned in my heart since
I was a child!

California — We want
to share our lives with a child
who needs a family. We be-
lieve that God will place a
child into our home that is
“Just right” for us, and we’ll
be “just right” for him or her
by His grace.

New York — There are
too many suffering children
in the world. We feel that
with the help of our Lord, we
still have much love to give
to alleviate the suffering and
neglect of at least one child.

From the Word - ByEd schwartz

There are many words
we imagine when we think
of adoption. “Love,”
“smiles,” “joy” and
“laughter” are only a few.
Now, let’s think about an-
other — patience. Psalm
27:14 instructs us to “Wait
on the Lord: be of good cour-
age, and He shall strengthen
thine heart: wait, I say, on
the Lord.”

The process of adoption
can be slow and methodical.
Prospective adoptive parents
find strength from the Word,
their Father and their church
families. Adoptive families
anxiously look forward to the

day they can hold their child
in their arms and close to
their hearts. It never comes
soon enough while they learn
“patience.”

Picture a child at an
orphanage in some faraway
country. They see a friend or
two or three leave with a
family. We pray their little
hearts don’t break as they
learn “patience.”

Those of us on the
fringes of adoption can
prayerfully lift up the hearts,
lives and minds of those
families and children in the
middle of the adoption proc-
ess.




The official newsletter of Loving
Shepherd Ministries

PO Box 375
Bluffton, IN 46714

Phone: 260-824-9000
Fax: 260-824-9002
Email: Info@loving-shepherd.org

Visit our Web site at:
www.loving-shepherd.org

LsM

Mission Statement

The mission of Loving Shepherd Ministries is to bring
honor to God by providing objective, no-cost advocacy, resources,
and direction to the faith community for the direct benefit of chil-
dren and families who find themselves at risk or in need.

This is accomplished by following the example of Jesus
Christ as the loving shepherd in Isaiah 40:11 - “He shall feed His
flock like a shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with His arms,
and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are

with young”.
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